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TEST A 

 
a. Pas  

one

b. Pas  
bot

c. Au

d. Pas  
ind

a. No stopping 

b. No tying up 

c. No anchoring 

d. Don't make a wake. 

a. Overtaking prohibited. 

b. No tying up. 

c. Mandatory to stop 
under some conditions. 

d. Boat unable to 
maneuver. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

sage recommended in
 direction only 

sage recommended in
h directions 

thorized passage 

sage illegal outside of
icated area 
 a. Meeting or 
overtaking prohibited 

b. Crossing channel to 
port required 

c. Turning prohibited 

d. Must stay on port side 

a.  

b. 

c.  

d. 
Pay-phone reserved for
river ship business. 

Water skiing course. 

Electrical cable 
crossing. 

Hydroelectric restraint. 

of channel 
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Other waterways are considered
tributary 

Entering a port or tributary 
prohibited 

End of restriction or prohibition

Area of turning ahead 



 

a. Pl  

b. R

c. R

d. Sm

 

a.

b.  

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.

 

easure craft navigation prohibited

ow boats prohibited 

ow boats allowed 

all crafts prohibited 
 

a.

b.

c.

d.
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 Limited passage width 

 Passage outside of area prohibited

 Passage allowed 

 Use of area recommended. 
 

a. Use of area recommended 

b. Passage allowed 

c. Wait for one of two lights 
to go off before entering 
waterway. 

d. No backwash (wake) 
allowed 

 

 Passage prohibited, but be 
ready to start up 

 Going in the direction of solid
to flashing light 
recommended. 

 Passage allowed 

 Complete but short-stayed 
interruption of navigating 
 Ships entering 
waterway.  No 
Entrance. 

 Ships entering 
waterway.  Entrance 
allowed, use caution.

 Control Authority. 

 No lateral “parking” 



a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Fork 

a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Fork 
 

a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Fork 

 
 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. fork 

a.

b.

c.

d.  

a.

b.

c.

d.  

a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Fork 

 
 

 

 No Passage allowed 

 Stopping permitted 

 No stopping allowed 

 Lake access reserved
for motor boats 
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 Right Side 

 Left Side 

 Median 

 Fishing boats nets or
rods. 



Give the significance of the following signals used night and day 

a.

b.

c.

d.

a.  

b.

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.

 

a.

b.

c.

d.

 

 Ferry not sailing freely 
(cable ferry) 

 Construction (work) ship

 Ship not under own 
control 

 Restaurant ship 
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 Boat needing protection 
against backwash (wake)

 Towing boat 

 Ferry under way 

 Boat handicapped by 
own water pull 
a.

b.

c.

a.

b.

c.

d.
 Ship carrying flammable
materials 

 Ship having right of way

 Ship used for scuba 
diving 

 Ship’s anchor causing 
danger to other ships 
 

 Ferry not sailing freely 
(cable ferry). 

 Ship floating seen from
starboard 

 Ship out of service 

 Stopped ship carrying 
dangerous materials 
 Working boat 
needing protection 
against wash. 

 Motor boat in the 
process of towing 

 Towed boat 
carrying explosives
 Fishing boat with nets nearby 

 Working ship with manoeuvres
possibly dangerous to 
navigation 

 Disabled ship 

 Stopped work ship 



Which sound signal would you make to indicate:  "I am turning to Port"? 

Which sound signal would you make to indicate: "Caution"? 

It is permissible to pass either to Port or Starboard. (True or False) 

Small boats propelled by a motor must yield to all small boats. (True or False) 

Upstream boats must yield to downstream boats (under most conditions). (True 
or False) 

What is “mouillage” ("depth")? 

a. A place where a boat can anchor 

b. The depth of the boat in the water 

c. The depth of the channel 

d. The distance between the water surface and the arch of a bridge. 
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H
f

 

W

 

A “Bief” ("pound") is a space between:
a. Two harbors 
b. Two locks 
c. Two bridges 
d. Two confluences
The “stuffing-box” insures:  

a. cylinder pressure 

b. water-tightness of the engine compartment

c. water-tightness of propeller shaft 

ow many life vests must be on board a 5 meter boat with a capacity of 
our adults and one child? 

a. At least four 

b. At least five 

hat must be checked if the engine is overheating? 

a. Carburettor 

b. Water intake filter 

c. Propeller 

d. Exhaust pipe 
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In case of onboard fire, which must be done first? 

a. Jump ship 

b. Call SNSM on VHF 

c. Send distress signals 

d. Fight the fire at the source of the flames. 
On board, your clothes catch on fire.  What should you do? 

a. Spray yourself with water 

b. Roll yourself in a blanket 

c. Call for help 
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TEST B 

Which best describes the following signs: 

a.

b.

c.  

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.
 

a.

b.

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.

 

 Ferry not sailing freely 
(cable ferry) 

 Sailboats allowed 

 Mooring allowed for sail
boats 

 Sailboards allowed 
 
 

 

 

a.

b.

c.

d.
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 Mandatory stop under 
certain conditions 

 Mandatory caution 

 No passage (general sign) 

 No passage other than 
small non motorized boats
a.

b.

c.

d.
 No lateral Mooring 

 Maximum speed 25 
kilometres per hour 

 Limited depth of water

 No anchoring for 25 
meters 
 

 No turning 

 Must go to the side of the
channel on your port side

 Must cross the channel to
port 

 Must follow the direction
of the arrow 
 Ships entering waterway 

 Must stay in indicated space

 Passage recommended only 
in the indicated direction 

 Passage recommended in 
both directions 
 Area for turning 

 Must cross the channel to 
port 

 Area of speed (water 
skiing) 

 Following the direction of
the arrow recommended 



a. Mandatory stop under certain 
conditions 

b. Particular caution mandatory 

c. Sounding horn mandatory 

d. Certain restrictions to navigation 

 

a. Restrictions on navigation 

b. Height above water level is 
limited 

c. Depth of water is limited 

d. Width of passage or channel 
is limited 

 

Give the significance of following lighted signals: 

a. Ships entering the waterway

b. No lateral mooring 

c. No passage allowed 

d. No backwash allowed  

 

a. Staying in indicated 
area is recommended 

b. Ships entering the 
waterway 

c. Passage allowed 

d. Water depth is limited 

a. No backwash allowed 

b. No passage allowed 

c. Ships entering the 
waterway 

d. Complete and prolonged 
interruption in navigation 
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a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Median 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

b. Left Side 

c. Fork 

a. Right Side 

Give the significance of the following buoys used in channels 

a. Caution:  Swimmers 

b. Caution:  Water skiing 
allowed 

c. Caution:  meeting signal 

d. Caution:  Scuba divers 

a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Median 

d. Disused area 

a. Right Side 

b. Left Side 

c. Median 
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a.

b.  

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.  

d.

a. Ferry
dock 

Tugb.  s

d. Floati

 

up 

c. No on

 

 Ship using the port 
side of the channel 

 Ship turning to port 

 Ship to be protected
against backwash 

 Boat used for scuba 
diving 
 stopped at 

topped or tied 

 

ng materials 

 board access

a.

b.

c.

d.
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 Boat not under its 
own power 

 Yielding to this boat
required 

 Additional signals 
used by fireboats 

 Boat to be protected 
against backwash 
 

 

 Overtaking to port 

 Boat with life 
safety devices 

 Fishing boat with 
nets 

 Boat used for scuba 
diving 
 
 Convoy pulled by 
two tugs 

 Two tug boats tied 
together 

 Two motorized boats
tied together 

 Two repair boats tied
together 
At night, while under way, a ship
shows: bow light clear white, 
starboard light green, port light 
red, stern light white.  It is: 

a. A small motorized boat 

b. A motorized boat measuring 
less than 110 meters 

c. A tug boat (pulling) 

d. A tug boat (pushing) 
Give the significance of the following signals used night and day



Which sound signal do you make to indicate distress?    (a, b, c, or d) 

What audible signal must be used to say:  I am going in reverse?  (a, b, c, or d) 

What are the rules of crossing (meeting each other) if no signals are present, 
for 2 boats using waterways other than a lake? 

a. Port to port 

b. Starboard to starboard 

Anchoring and mooring up within a navigable channel are authorized: 

a. True 

b. False 

If a downstream ship must turn upstream to enter a port, she must yield to an 
upstream ship entering the same port. 

a. True 

b. False 
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What is a channel-bridge? 

a. A road bridge over the channel 

b. A railroad bridge over the channel 

c. A bridge by which the channel goes over a river 

Indicate the "air draft" of the ship  (a, b, or c) 
 

A plugged drain hose can cause flooding of the motor compartment? 

a. True 

b. False 

The driver of a jet ski is excused from wearing a life vest. 

a. True 

b. False 
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What must you do if the alternator no longer charges the battery? 

a. Stop the engine 

b. Check the battery 

c. Turn off the ship’s lights 

d. Get to a port without stopping 

Can a fire extinguisher be placed in the immediate area of a possible fire 
source? 

a. No, never 

b. In some cases only 

c. Yes, always 

On the kitchen stove onboard, the pans must be: 

a. Set permanently. 

b. With handles toward the wall   
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TEST C 

a. Barge at work 

b. Passing (overtaking) 

c. No passage allowed 

d. No backwash (wake) 
allowed 

 

a.

b.

c.  

d.

a.

b.

c.  

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.
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 Passage allowed 

 Passage recommended in 
indicated direction, 
prohibited in the opposite 
direction 

 Mandatory sounding of horn

 Limited width of passage 
a.

b.

c.

d.

a.

b.

c.

d.
 Passage allowed 

 Limited channel 
width 

 Stay in designated
area 

 Limited channel 
width 
 

 Must go toward 
Starboard side of 
channel 

 Must follow direction of 
arrow 

 Following direction of 
arrow prohibited 

 No turning 
 In 100 meters, 12 km/h 
limit 

 In 100 meters, channel 
width restricted to 12 
meters 

 In 100 meters, stay 12 
meters from shore 

 In 100 meters, height 
limited to 12 meters 
 Must stay on right of 
channel 

 No crossing (meeting) or
passing (overtaking) 

 No passing (overtaking) 
of convoys 

 No passing (overtaking) 
allowed 
Give the significance of the following signs:



a. Restrictions on navigation 

b. No wake allowed 

c. Must cross channel 

d. No turning allowed 

 
 

a. Overnight mooring allowed on 
the side where sign is present 

b. Anchoring allowed on the side 
where sign is present 

c. Stopping allowed on side where 
sign is present 

d. Drinking water outtake 

a. Ships entering waterway.  
No entry. 

b. No passage, but be ready 
to get underway 

c. No passage 

d. Entry allowed, but use 
caution 

a. Ships entering the 
waterway 

b. Passage allowed 

c. Must use caution 

d. Must go in the 
direction from green 
light to flashing light 

a. No passage outside of 
indicated space 

b. No Passage 

c. No backwash (wake) 
allowed 

d. Caution:  obstacle in 
water 
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a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

a. Right side a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Median 

d. Limited water 
depth 

a. Right side 

b. Left side 

c. Fork 

 
 

a. Swimming area only 

b. Water skiing allowed

c. Must stay to the right

d. Must stay to the left 

 18



 

a. Boat run 

b. Boat hand
own wate

c. Yield to b

d. Transport
materials

a. Ferry stopped

b. Boat moored

c. Towed boat 

d. No stopping 
of channel w
placed 

 
 

 

Give the significance of following night or day signals 
a. Boat used for scuba 
diving 

b. Yield to boat 

c. Police boat 

d. Working barge 

 

a. No backwash (wake) 
around boat 

b. Non-manoeuvrable 
boat 

c. Boat run aground 

d. Caution of boat’s 
anchor 

aground 

icapped by 
r pull 

oat 

 of dangerous 
 

 at dock 

 to the bank

on the side 
here light is 

a. Transport of dangerous 
materials 

b. Police boat 

c. Boat used for scuba 
diving 

d. Boat not moving freely 

 

a. Convoy of two boats 
moored being towed 

b. Convoy of two 
pleasure boats  

c. Convoy pushed by two 
boats 

d. Two floats moored 
together 
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Which audible signals must you use to indicate:  “Imminent danger”?  (a, b, c, or d) 
 
It is allowed to use trees for moorage or to pull your boat along the shore? (a-True, b-False)
 
The following boats have the right of way in locks

a. Passengers boats 

b. Pushed convoys 

c. Vessels transporting flammable materials 

d. Vessels transporting explosives 
 

In case of crossing (meeting): 

a. The upstream boats do not have to give the downstream a specific route

b. The upstream boats must give the downstream boats a specific route 

c. The upstream boats must yield to bigger boats. 
Indicate the "air draft" of a boat  (a, b, or c) 
Which audible signal must you use to indicate: “I am coming to starboard”?  (a, b, c, or d) 
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Interruption of navigation for work is called: 
 
a. -“Chomage”,  b. -“Defense”,  c. -“Barrage”,  d. - “Alternat” 

In case of water intake, you patch the boat with a tarp form: 

a. The inside of the boat 

b. The outside of the boat 

On a lake, flare signals must be used: 

a. Vertically 

b. Horizontally, into the wind 

c. Toward the outside with the wind 

If the engine stalls on low speed, while in neutral, you check: 

a. The gas intake 

b. The manometer (manifold pressure gauge) 

c. The battery 

d. The propeller 
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In case of a flaming leak form a butane bottle, you: 

a. Throw the bottle in the water 

b. Cover the head of the bottle with a wet rag 
 

Steering a boat with a blood alcohol level above .5g/1,000 can void your 
operator's license. 

a. True 

b. False 
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    ANSWERS TO TEST QUESTIONS 
 

 
TEST A 
 
A1. a  
A2. c 
A3. a 
A4. c 
A5. d 
A6. a 
A7. b 
A8. d 
A9. a 
A10. b 
A11. b 
A12. b 
A13. c 
A14. a 
A15. b 
A16. d 
A17. c 
A18. a 
A19. b 
A20. b  
A21. c 
A22. a 
A23. a 
A24. c 
A25. b 
A26. c 
A27. a - True 
A28. a - True 
A29. a - True 
A30. c 
A31. b 
A32. c 
A33. b 
A34. b 
A35. d 
A36. b   
 

TEST B 
 
B1. b 
B2. c 
B3. a 
B4. b (or c) 
B5. d 
B6. a 
B7. c 
B8. a 
B9. c 
B10. c 
B11. a 
B12. a 
B13. c 
B14. b 
B15. c 
B16. a 
B17. b 
B18. b 
B19. d 
B20. b 
B21. a 
B22. d 
B23. c 
B24. a 
B25. a 
B26. d 
B27. a 
B28. b - False 
B29. a - True 
B30. c 
B31. a 
B32. a - True 
B33. b - False 
B34. d 
B35. a 
B36. b 

TEST C 
 
C1.    c 
C2.    b 
C3.    a 
C4.    b 
C5.    a 
C6.    d 
C7.    c 
C8.    b 
C9.    a 
C10.   d 
C11.   b 
C12.   b 
C13.   c 
C14.   a 
C15.   b 
C16.   a 
C17.   b 
C18.   a 
C19.   d 
C20.   a 
C21.   b 
C22.   b 
C23.   a 
C24.   c 
C25.   b 
C26.   b 
C27.   b - False 
C28.   a 
C29.   b 
C30.   c 
C31.   a 
C32.   b 
C33.   c 
C34.   a 
C35.   b 
C36.   a - True 
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